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Station North Townhomes,  
1700 Block North Calvert Street, Baltimore MD   
 
Project: 32 new single-family rowhouses to occupy a vacant block on 
North Calvert Street near Penn Station.   
 
Responsibilities: ArchPlan provided schematic site and architectural 
design, design development, construction documents, and 
construction administration.  Located on a City disposition lot, he 
project was reviewed by UDARP (the city’s architectural and urban 
design review panel).   
 
Approach and Design: ArchPlan’s site design arranges the houses in 
two horseshoe-shaped groups, with houses facing one of three existing 
public streets or the new “mews”. With the mid-block mews, the “closed 
corners” (no gaps), accentuated corner houses with corner storefronts 
and accessory live-work spaces, the plan has been developed from a 
solid urban design rationale.  All houses have private garages, and the 
site perimeter is secure.  The houses themselves reinterpret the 
traditional rowhouse façade: materials, massing, proportions and colors 
are similar to neighboring houses, while the style and design is quite 
contemporary.  A split-face block base supports a masonry veneer 
façade, with lightweight bays resulting from “peeling away” sections of 
brick to reveal the layer behind the brick.  Large multi-part windows 
complete the modern aesthetic.  On the inside, the houses are 
generous open and flooded by daylight.  Some houses have split 
levels, most have private decks, and many have private yards.  All 
houses have the option for penthouses and rooftop decks.  Green 
space is provided in the mews and along the alley, and landscaped 
strips and trellises are located where possible between houses in the 
rear. Many sustainable design aspects are included such as white 
roofs, extra insulated walls, additional pervious spaces, Energy Star 
appliances and maximum land utilization in proximity to transit.  The 
project was a recipient of a Design Award from the Masonry Institute of 
Maryland. 
 
Client: Penn Lofts LLC (Somerset Development Company & Riverdale 
International). Contact: Nancy Hooff 202.363.2090. 
 
Contractor: Southway Builders 

�

 
������
��
�
���	���������������
������������
�����
 �����  

�
��	���
����	��                 

 
�
�����������������
����������

���������	��      

�����������������������
���������	��	��

 


